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For the thousands of people who know nothing about wine and want to rectify that swiftly and

painlessly, Mark Oldman?the ?Naked Chef? of wine?is here to help with the kind of information

readers can use right now: ? Australian Shiraz is the most instantly likable red under $15 ? Drink

slightly sweet wine with spicy food ? Judge a wine shop by whether it has homemade shelf signs ?

Don?t store unopened wine in the refrigerator for more than a week Loaded with his personal

recommendations?including the top 100 wines less than $15?Oldman?s Guide also includes the

wine picks of an eclectic mix of collectors, from Le Cirque owner Sirio Maccioni to Morley Safer of

60 Minutes. This is a wine guide like no other and is sure to be savored by anyone who wants their

wine without the attitude.
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With this incredible book, it's hard to even know where to start.Ever since I accidentally opened a

friend's bottle of '86 Heitz Napa cabernet and fell in love, I've been studying wine whenever I get a

chance. I've purchased books like "The Wall Street Journal's Guide to Understanding Wine," "Wine

for Dummies," and some more advanced "grape-specific" books. After reading through a few pages

of this book, I was blown away and proceeded to spend two hours engrossed in one of the most

entertaining books I've ever read - even among non-wine books! I laughed throughout, poked on by

Oldman's extremely clever wit and knowledge.The book can be used as a reference - lately I've

been checking it to make sure I'm serving Fume Blanc (same as Sauvignon Blanc, as I've found



out) at the appropriate temperature - but it's more likely that you'll read this as a novel. A very, very

entertaining one.Among the valuable things I've picked up from the book - besides the already-cited

examples of what prominent and celebrity wine lovers like to have on their tables - include:- How to

pronounce everything related to wine you ever worried about trying to say. I'm talking about Riedel,

Taittinger, Chateau Cos d'Estournel and Moet, which is pronounced "Mo-EHT, not Moe-AY."- The

many affordable options in the world of wine - encouraging those who are either shy,

unadventurous, poor or all of the above to try new, good-value wines.- What wines to pair with food,

and more importantly why - from the science to the history to what is most accepted in popular

culture (things like champagne and cake at weddings) even though they technically might not taste

that great together.
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